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The 2017 Fall Meeting and Symposium is in the books. The only 

thing left to do is say Thank You!  Thank you to everyone, ODNR 

Management, Staff, District Managers, the presenters, the 

FPOSP Officers and Trustees. Each and everyone took time out of 

their day to make it a successful meeting. And we will not forget 

the membership, the Volunteers, that also gave up time from 

their park to attend. We look forward to the 2018 Symposium. 

On a more current note, please help me welcome our latest 

Trustees that will help in your District:  

Northwest District--David Petro  

From the Friends of Maumee Bay State Park, David is a Camper Host, retired in 2017, and 

brings a background of professional sales and marketing communications to the group.  David 

has “experienced personally, at the park level, the value that our state parks provide in getting 

families together, getting people outside and creating memories that will last a lifetime.”  

Central District--Jim Barrett 

With the Friends of Hocking Hills State Park, Jim is a FHHSP Board Member and Chairman of 

Dark Skies Committee supporting the John Glenn Astronomy Park located in Hocking Hills 

State Park. He is a point person in multiple projects and Partnerships.  Jim brings his “people 

skills, people management skills” and his “ability to inspire and motivate” to the FPOSP.  

Southeast District--Cindy Hartman  

As one of the founding members of the friends group for Burr Oak State Park, created Burr 

Oak Alive. She now holds the office of Secretary/Treasurer for the group. Cindy is currently a 

faculty member at Ohio University, brings her expertise in Educational Leadership and 

organization to our group.  “I believe I can also serve as a resource on communication 

technique.” 

Please help welcome them. 

All the new Trustees, along with the current Trustees and Officers, also represent a group and 

park in your District.  They have the experience.  Remember, each district has a Trustee to 

assist your group.  All are available, as well as officers, for any questions or concerns.  Check 

our website at www.fposp.org to communicate with them.   

 

Message from the President 
How we can help you and you can help the FPOSP?  

http://www.fposp.org/
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Often called the “crown jewel” of Ohio’s state parks, Salt 
Fork State Park has been a timeless tradition for area 
residents seeking a recreation destination. The park is also a 
popular destination for vacationers from all across Ohio and 
neighboring states including West Virginia, Michigan, 
Kentucky and Indiana, just to name a few. Fifty years ago, 
the earthen dam for Salt Fork Lake was completed and 
construction of recreational facilities began the following 
year in 1968.  

The largest of Ohio’s state parks with 17,229 acres of recreational facilities, Salt Fork is said 
to have derived its name from a salt well used by Native Americans that is located in the 
southeast corner of the park. Initially proposed as a water source for Cambridge, the focus 
for Salt Fork Lake and the land around it shifted when state officials began to realize the 
potential for a recreation area on the site.  

Starting in 1956, land was procured to build a reservoir to serve as an alternate source of 
water for Cambridge. But four years later, state officials were instead acquiring land to build 
Salt Fork State Park. Salt Fork Lake offers an abundant amount of fishing opportunities with 
sizable populations of largemouth bass, crappies, bluegills, walleyes and muskellunge.  

Today, the lake offers one of the largest inland beaches in Ohio at 2,500 feet and modern 
bathhouses have been built to provide toilets, showers, lockers and a snack bar. Boats with 
unlimited horsepower are permitted on the 2,952-acre lake with combined speed and ski 
zones. There are 10 boat launch ramps at the lake and boaters can camp on boats in “no 
wake” zones within 50 yards of the shore, although swimming from boats is only permitted 
in designated areas. Two marinas – Sugartree Marina and Salt Fork Marina -- are located in 
the park with more than 450 rental docks, comfort stations, gasoline fuel stations, parking 
facilities and concession areas. A variety of boat rentals are available.   

Salt Fork State Park is a popular camping destination featuring 192 sites with 50-amp electric 
service. Twenty sites are full-serve with sewer and water hookups and 18 are wheelchair 
accessible sites. Group and horseman camps are also available at the park.   

The park offers 14 hiking trails, 19 miles of snowmobile trails and more than 12 miles of bridle 
trails.  

Contact the Salt Fork State Park office,740- 439-3521, for additional information. 

 

 

           Park Spotlight-Salt Fork State Park 
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When you work at a nonprofit or civil society organization, your day-to-day efforts are 
focused on improving lives in your local community or around the world. You're working hard 
and your precious resources are spent working toward your mission. So, how do you get the 
technology resources you need to get your mission accomplished? With the Tech Soup 
product donation program! When you sign up with us, we take care of the difficult work of 
confirming your eligibility on behalf of donors, and finding offers specific to your organization 
type and location — that's what we do. On your side, it's seamless! If you're interested, you 
can browse our articles and how-tos or watch one of our webinars to get more informed 
about the latest technology solutions and tips and tricks. Or, just get right to it, and pick out 
the products that will make you better, stronger, faster, and powered up to transform the 
world. 

Visit Techsoup.org to see if ithey can help you and your group 

 

 

 

The FPOSP is supporting a drive to establish a non-profit 
organization for the Parks and Watercraft K9 units. 
Human law enforcement officers need to be a special type 

of person, and police dogs must be a special type of dog.  
These canines are a vital tool for law enforcement. It’s no 
secret that dogs have an amazing sense of smell. Dogs 
have 225 million scent receptors in their noses 
(compared to a human's 5 million), and we use this ability 

of theirs to our advantage when fighting crime. When it comes to criminal activity, dogs are 
often taught to detect various drugs, explosives, accelerants (when investigating arson), and 
other crime scene evidence. The dogs are able to perform their tasks almost anywhere.  

A large part of law enforcement work is searching for lost victims, whether it’s someone who 

has been kidnapped or a missing person who has gotten lost. In the case of search and rescue, 

dogs can be trained to find living victims and the remains of deceased humans. They are able 

to cover miles and miles of forest looking for a lost hiker or locate the bodies of drowned 

victims under water in rivers and lakes. The ability of dogs to cover large areas in a relatively 

short period of time provides a great resource when looking for victims. Although human 

searchers play an important role that can’t be replaced, search and rescue dogs are able to 

get the job done with unique precision.  

A non-profit organization will support these dogs and their handlers  with continued training, 

medical needs, safety equipment, supplies and other items. Training for these dogs is not a 

Ohio State Parks and Watercraft K9 Units 

                Meet Tech Soup-How it Works 
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one time thing. These K9 handlers often spend their own time and money to make sure their 

dog is healthy and trained to do their job and service the public. It is a 24/7 job. Please 

consider helping this worthwhile cause.  Donations and questions can be directed to: Hobie 

Woods 5045 Dry Run Rd. Chillicothe Ohio 45601,  or call 740-703-1614. Once the organization 

is established we will have a plaque made with the names of all the groups the donated on it.  

 

 

 

    

NORTHWEST- The state parks in northwest Ohio are starting to ready 

themselves for an active camping season this Spring/Summer. Maumee 

Bay State Park has a long list of activities that are sure to be of interest to 

many. It all starts with a very active migratory birding season in May. The 

Antique Tractor and Car Show follows on June 2nd.  There's even a tractor 

parade through the campground. Camper favorites include Christmas in 

July over the weekend of the 27th - 29th and Hawaiian Weekend on August 10-12th.  

Harrison Lake State Park has their Ice Cream Socials on the calendar including June 16th, July 
24th, and July 28th.  
   
SOUTHEAST—Friends of Lake Alma are renovating the amphlitheater at the park this year. 

They are hoping campers are more comfortable watching movies once it is complete. 

 Friends of Scioto Trail will hold a number of events again this year. June 16th –Trail Sale, July 

21st –Hawaiian Splash, Oct 6th –Ohio State Football Weekend, Oct 13th- Halloween Campout. 

 

 

 

Ohio State Parks Round Up 


